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Diocesan Commission for Liturgy, Vasai 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Times 

24th January 2021 
Prayers of the faithful 

  

Celebrant: The Scriptures speak about the final day of reckoning, the day of judgement, 
and how that can be earlier than we can imagine. We are told, therefore, there is an 
urgent need for repentance so that we can be saved and obtain the salvation that God 
has so lovingly prepared for us since the beginning of the ages through the self-
sacrificial giving up of his life by his son, Jesus. The people of Nineveh, evil though 
they were, took that message from the prophet Jonah seriously and God relented from 
his plan of destroying the city. As we put forward our petition, let us approach the throne 
of grace with a spirit of repentance so that we may receive grace upon grace:  

Let our response be: Lord, come and stay in our hearts.  

1. For Pope Francis, our Archbishop Felix Machado, all Priests and Religious, that 
they may proclaim the baptism of repentance so as to encourage the fruits of 
repentance in all the faithful, we pray to the Lord. Our response.   
 

2. For the Government officials and those in authority, that they may follow gospel 
values in their dealings with the people, we pray to the Lord. Our response. 
 

3. For the people of India and the world over, particularly those eligible to receive 
the vaccination against the virus, namely, the health workers and senior citizens, 
that they may show the courage to come forward to avail of the vaccination 
which has so generously been provided by the government for the control of the 
pandemic, we pray to the Lord. Our response.  
 

4. For all the faithful and the people the world over, that they may believe in God, 
embrace a spirit of self-sacrifice for the benefit of the needy and neglected, and 
experience a transformation from worldly ways to living a life in the spirit, we 
pray to the Lord. Our response. 
 

5. Let us pray for our personal needs….. Our response. 
 

Concluding prayer (Celebrant): Heavenly Father, send your Spirit upon us so that we 
may be strengthened to overcome the viles of the evil one, and that we may turn from 
our sins and experience a true spirit of repentance. Listen to our prayers and grant them 
according to your will, we make this prayer, through Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 


